
 
Monday 22nd June 2020 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Proposed Permanent Expansion of St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Board of Directors of St Bartholomew’s CE Multi Academy Trust, 
and the Local Governing Board of St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School, to inform you of a proposal to 
permanently expand the capacity of St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School with effect from September 
2021. 
 
As you may be aware, levels of demand for primary school provision across the City of Wolverhampton 
are expected to increase in the short to medium term. To ensure the continued sufficiency of 
provision, representatives of the City of Wolverhampton Council are working closely with schools and 
partners, including our Trust, to explore opportunities to expand the capacity of the primary estate. 
 
Proposal: 
 
In June 2020, the Cabinet of the City of Wolverhampton Council approved the formal proposal of 
schemes included within the Primary School Expansion Programme 2021–2022. 
 
It is proposed that, with effect from 1st September 2021, St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School’s 
Reception admission limit is increased from 45 to 60. The admission limit for subsequent Reception 
intakes would also be 60. This would mean that the School would grow over a seven-year period and 
by September 2027 would be able to cater for up to 420 pupils enabling more children in the local 
community to be able to receive an outstanding education.  
 
In both September 2015 and September 2016 the School had previously increased its Reception 
admission limit from 45 to 60 for these two years only. This was on request by the City of 
Wolverhampton due to a short-term exceptional demand for school places across the City. These two 
larger year groups were successfully integrated into the School. Because of these two larger year 
groups the School currently has 345 children on roll excluding nursery (normally only 315 children on 
roll). 
 
Please note that infant classes (i.e. Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) are not allowed to contain more than 
30 pupils with a single school teacher (other than in limited exceptional circumstances). Please be 
assured that, should the proposed expansion be implemented, class sizes at the School would meet 
this requirement. This proposal would also enable the School to eventually have classes for single year 
groups rather than the current mixed classes. These single year class groups will be phased in across 
the School over the seven-year period. 
 
How does the proposal support the Academy’s future vision?  

 
St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School provides an outstanding education in Wolverhampton and we 
would be delighted to welcome more pupils and their families to join our community based on the 
core Christian values of love, trust, compassion and forgiveness. 
 
 



 
Accommodation Requirements 
 
Subject to approval of the proposal from the Regional Schools Commissioner, the City of 
Wolverhampton Council would work closely with the School to ensure that sufficient accommodation 
is provided to support the increased number of pupils.   
 
Tell us what you think 
 
The Board of Directors welcome any comments you may wish to make on the proposed expansion of 
St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School by completing the online consultation response form at the link 
below by 9:30am Monday 20th July. 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7SCW8GN 
 
Please note that SurveyMonkey will not be available on 3rd July 2020 from 3pm for approximately 12 
hours due to scheduled site maintenance. 
 
Alternatively, you can complete the attached consultation response form and send it to the address 
below by 9:30am Monday 20th July 2020. 
 
The Board of Directors 
St Bartholomew’s CE Multi Academy Trust 
St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School 
Sedgley Road 
Wolverhampton 
WV4 5LG 
 
Or by emailing:  businessteam@stbartsmat.co.uk  
 
Please tell us whether or not you are in favour of the proposal and in what capacity you are writing 
(e.g. parent, Governor, member of staff). 
 
Please note that the deadline for responses is 9:30am Monday 20th July 2020. All comments received 
will be acknowledged and will help inform a final decision on the proposal. The outcome of the 
consultation, once finalised, will be published on the School’s web site. 
 
Should you have any queries regarding the proposal please do not hesitate to contact the School on 
01902 558855. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Richard Pithers 
Chair of the Board of Directors   
Enc. 
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