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November 2021 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

We are currently seeing a relatively small but significant rise in COVID-19 cases amongst both staff 

and pupils. The threshold has been reached for me to contact Public Health England who have 

provided additional advice given the current situation.  

 

In addition to increased ventilation and enhanced cleaning and hygiene measures (which we had 

already implemented), the DFE have advised that we should once again introduce the extra control 

measure of temporarily suspending assemblies/whole key stage worship and times of mixing or 

whole school events that can be avoided. Therefore, for the immediate future, all worship and 

assemblies will be class based. Due to this advice, I have taken the very difficult decision that we will 

not be putting on Christmas performances in the church this year. Whilst we had desperately 

wanted to be able to do this, we feel that this will be too much of a risk and potentially affect 

Christmas for families. As I am sure you can imagine, the Christmas plays require significant 

rehearsal time during which many classes have to mix. If parents and families also come to watch 

performances, we are mixing hundreds of people from multiple households. Furthermore, extended 

periods of absence of pupils and staff makes it incredibly difficult to rehearse. If you have any 

questions about this, please contact me, and not the class teachers, to discuss the decision. I know 

this will cause some disappointment and the decision has not been taken lightly, but I feel this is the 

safest option for everyone concerned. We will still make sure that children have an enjoyable 

Christmas experience in school.  

 

I have now been advised that I can notify parents if there is a case in their child’s class or we believe 

that your child maybe a close contact of someone who has tested positive. In no circumstance will 

we confirm any individual or disclose personal information. In cases where your child might be a 

close contact, the advice is that they should obtain a PCR test as this is the most accurate way in 

which to identify positive cases.  

 

If your child has a continuous cough, a high temperature or a loss of taste or smell, we ask that you 

book a PCR test immediately and keep your child at home until they receive a negative result. If they 

do not have a PCR test but have one of the 3 recognised symptoms, they will not be able to return to 

school for 10 days from the onset of symptoms. Likewise, if your child has a positive result on a 

lateral flow test, please obtain a PCR test straight away and within 2 days at the latest. Please could 

we ask that if your child has a positive LFT or PCR test that you inform the school as soon as 

possible.  

I would also recommend that parents/carers wear face coverings when dropping off and collecting 

their children from school, particularly where social distancing is not possible.  

The current situation is having a significant impact on staffing and I do really appreciate your 

understanding about this. If you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

me, especially if you are worried about anything to do with your child.  
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Thank you again for all of your continued support and cooperation; it really does make a difficult 

situation much easier to manage.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Rachael Kilmister 

Headteacher 
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